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1.6M MISDEMEANOR CHARGES

343K FELONY CHARGES

16.4% VIOLENT

83.6% NONVIOLENT

33% (112,648) = DRUG CHARGES
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Officers charged 
87.8% of highest 
charge misdemeanor 
cases by citation
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Magistrates 
charged only 

33% of highest 
charge 

misdemeanor 
cases by 

summons
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66.2% 
of highest charge 
misdemeanor cases 
got a secured bond
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• What is criminalized
• Health services
• Employment
• Education
• Housing
• Criminal record
• Fines and fees
• Collateral consequences
• Drivers license suspensions
• Family stability
• Hope, faith & sense of belonging
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• Legal framework
• Accountability
• Data
• Discretion
• Resources
• Training
• Policy
• Politics
• Culture
• Bias



Reach out or visit us on the web:

Jessie Smith, smithj@sog.unc.edu

cjil.sog.unc.edu


